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Honoring Lucy’s Wish
Lucy enthusiasts can’t miss neighbor-
ing Jamestown’s annual Comedy Festi-
val and also need to visit the Lucille Ball 
Desi Arnaz Museum, exploring the life 
stories of Lucille Ball and real and on-
screen husband Desi Arnaz with an audio 
tour through a vast collection of the First 
Couple of Comedy’s personal belongings. 
Exact re-creations of the television stu-
dio sets, from “Tropicana Room” to the 
Ricardo’s New York City apartment liv-
ing room will have you saying, “Lucy, I’m 
home!” Truly, you are. This museum is the 
very house she grew up in.

The true homage to Lucille Ball is the 
National Comedy Center itself, embody-
ing her vision that her hometown become 
a destination for the celebration of the 
comedic arts. While the vision started to 
become a reality with the museum and 
festival, the Center fulfills Lucy’s wish for 
the region—an ongoing legacy of laughter.

Inside the National Comedy Center
I spent an entire day exploring more than 
50 immersive exhibits on an interactive 
journey through comedic history and 
genres, from mimes to memes gone vi-
ral. Setting the experience apart from any 
museum I’ve visited is the cutting-edge 
personalization technology that made the 
experience unique to me and my tastes. 
After creating a humor profile with a mi-
crochipped wristband, I explored con-
tent tailored to me as an individual, from 
broad slapstick to edgy satire, all the while 
up-voting what resonated most to further 
hone my experience.

Along with educational games, I vir-
tually stepped into some legendary late-
night studios, tried my hand at cartoon-
ing, created my own meme (it didn’t go 
viral because the world isn’t ready) and 
replaced Ron Burgundy on the “Anchor-
man” set. I even hit the stage for some 
live stand-up.

The hallway leading to an elevator that 
takes guests down to the Blue Room (more 
on that in a bit) showcased several dis-
plays in a more serious tone, the history 
of the military USO, political humor, and 
what resonated with me most, healing 
power.

The placard reads, “It’s an intuitive 
belief: Laughter makes us feel better. 
But there is also tangible evidence that 
comedy can, in a very real way, heal our 
wounds. Humor has the power to provide 
an emotional catharsis, build empathy, 
unite communities, and even boost the 
immune system.”

I watched as Tig Notaro discussed, on 
stage, the back-to-back whammy of losing 
her mother then being diagnosed with 
breast cancer. Patton Oswalt addressed 

the passing of his wife in stand-up. I felt 
in good company; they just do it better 
and for money.

The aforementioned Blue Room ac-
knowledges that some people find 
boundary-pushing material refreshing 
and hilarious while others do not. This 
separate space, not suitable for children, 
celebrates raw and uncensored comedy. 
After learning everything I never knew 
about Lenny Bruce—his exhibit is exten-
sive and impressive—I got comfortable 
with one of my favorite forms of comedy, 
the roast, where people are poked fun at 
for being who they are. I sat there in a set 
of headphones laughing for over an hour, 
keeping in mind it’s what I do with each 
joke I poke at myself.

At the end of the day I scanned out and 
immediately received an email summary 
of my humor preferences. I left with a more 
profound appreciation for comedy icons 
and innovators. While I’d ruminated plen-
ty on the power of comedy, the National 
Comedy Center gave me a deeper under-
standing of the tremendous influence of 
humor on how we think and live.

As I was walking out, a gentleman I’d 
seen in the Blue Room caught up with 
me and said, “You have a great laugh. It’s 
like an evil cackle.” Don’t I know it. Didn’t 
my sister know it first! Heading back to 
the Chautauqua Harbor Hotel to take in 
one more sunset, I thought about the di-
chotomy of extremes I’ve attempted to set 
up for myself, flipping between the two 
extremes of utter wonderment and sheer 
amusement. The reality is, the bulk of my 
time is spent somewhere in between, deal-
ing with the grind. Though life is no joke, 
laughter is the best medicine.

Amanda Burrill sees through an adventur-
ous lens, typically focused on culinary and 
travel. Her education includes a bachelor’s 
in archaeology, a master’s in journalism, 
a culinary degree from Le Cordon Bleu, 
and wine and spirits credentials earned 
while living in Paris. She is a U.S. Navy 
veteran, Ironman triathlete, high-alpine 
mountaineer, and injury connoisseur who 
ruminates on UnchartedLifestyleMag.com
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The true homage to Luci-
lle Ball is the National 
Comedy Center itself, 
embodying her vision 
that her hometown 
become a destination 
for the celebration of the 
comedic arts. 

Aerial view (back to front) of 
Chautauqua Harbor Hotel’s 
main building, Carousel Bar, 
and Sunset Island. 
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